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Positive use of Spyware

Spyware is a menace and we all know how it can invade privacy and steal all the confidential and private information from our own computer. However, there is a positive side of spyware too.

Spyware has been used and is still being used for some good purposes, though all such uses still invade privacy of the individual on whose computer spyware is deployed. Here are some of the positive ways in which spyware is used:

1. Content filterers

This is similar to blocking channels on the television which are not suitable for children. Similarly one can block content too. There are parental control softwares (spyware) available specifically for children. Also, there are other softwares available which might be used in offices to block certain type of content. 

2. Criminal/ terrorist investigations

This is another important use of spyware. Similar to on-the-ground spies who help in investigating and collecting evidence against criminals and terrorists, the online spy (or spyware) too assists in investigations and even looking for planned crimes which have not yet taken place. It’s unfortunate that some of the crimes are actually deep rooted with the use of internet e.g. sexual crimes where-in people lure young girls and children virtually in chat rooms first and later taking commit sexual crimes on these innocent beings in real. Another example is credit card related frauds where-in fraudsters illegally use credit card details of another person to make online purchases. However, it’s the same internet which lays down the trap for them.

3. Corporate resource utilization

This gained a lot of popularity in mid nineties when a lot of corporations/ companies realized that the productivity of their employees was going for a toss because of the time they spent on surfing the net (mostly for personal purposes or interest). Moreover, some of the content being surfed was inappropriate and lead to objections from the colleagues. Further, this exposed the corporation/ company to viruses and spyware. Hence the deployment of spyware and content filters was deemed to be appropriate and in the interest of the company even if it invaded the privacy of the individual.

4. Loyalty checker

Spyware is also used by some business partners to check the loyalty of their other partners or by spouses to check the faithfulness of their other half. Some companies deploy spyware to keep a check on suspicious activities and protect confidential data/information of their company and of their clients. Thus spyware becomes handy as loyalty checking and fraud prevention tool as well. In fact I heard or read a comment by a fiancée of someone wherein she stated how, by the use of spyware, she came to know about two other girlfriends of her boyfriend whom she was about to marry. She termed spy software as a life saver.

So, not all is bad about spyware. However, spyware can cause substantial harm to you even when you have done nothing illegal/ infidel. As you chew on this thought you should start taking guard against the negative influences of spyware.
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3 ways of ascertaining that a web host will deliver

A big list of promises and claims is what you see on the website of every web hosting service provider. Though some of them are genuine, most are not. Ascertaining that a web host will deliver as per their promises is quite a daunting task. Here we are assuming that you have already short-listed the web hosting service providers on the basis of your needs and the web hosting plans/ services that these web hosts offer. 

Here are the 3 best ways of ascertaining that a web host will deliver as per your expectation:

The first thing to check is the length of time that the web host has been in business for. There are a number of fly-by-night web hosts that keep coming and going. A web host who has been in business for 3-4 years would most probably be doing a good job (that is why they are still in business).

The second test for a good web host is their customer service. A good way of testing the customer service is to write an email to the web host and check how promptly and clearly they respond back to your query. A good web hosting service provider should ideally respond back to you within 24 hours. Besides email, the support services of a good web host will also be available through phone and even live chat. Look for 24/7 support and test it out by making a call at odd times e.g. very late in the night or very early in the morning. Use the live chat facility to check the adeptness of support representatives in handling customer queries.

Last but not the least, check the reviews of the web hosting service and the feedback that they have received from their past and current customers. There are a number of sites that host customer reviews for various web hosts. But a lot of people find it a hassle to go to several web hosting review sites and search for reviews on a particular web hosting service. However, checking the user reviews is very necessary. At <sitename obscured by BizConc>, you can find a compilation of user reviews from various web hosting review sites at one place. Moreover, these reviews are grouped on per host basis thereby making it easier to check all the user reviews of a particular host in a very convenient manner.
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Apple iPhone 3G – product review

Description: The Apple iPhone 3G has sets a new benchmark for cellular phones. Its new features include support for 3G networks and expanded email.

The Good

· The 3G has hundreds of additional third-party applications

· Offers excellent music and video experience

The Bad

· This iPhone lacks some of the basic functions that low-end phones have

· The original iPhone design is more attractive than that of the 3G.

Recommendation: This is a good phone for you if you’ve been waiting for the latest model of Apple iPhone. This is also a great buy if you were looking for a phone with 3G support. The downside – the phone is a bit pricey with a starting price of $199 for the 8GB phone (only device, when linked with AT&T service).

Apple’s iPhone carries with it the Apple MacOS X. This phone is revolutionary in that its critical features and sharper performance set a new standard for the cell phone industry. Additionally, the iTunes App Store is absolutely amazing and the 3G support has been widely welcomed by users of the original iPhone. Although the phone has some properties that are not up to par with rivals, the iPhone 3G is still a big step in terms of an improvement from the original iPhone outed last year (in 2007).

In aggregate, the 3G phone is a next generation iPhone with a slightly tweaked design and lots of extra features. The handset has gotten rave reviews for the faster 3G wireless network, Microsoft Exchange server email, and the wide array of third-party software available from the iPhone App Store.

It looks like Steve Jobs and the others at Apple have taken care of some of the existing issues with the original iPhone. For instance, the volume is higher and the background fuzz is nonexistent. However, the 3G reception leaves more to be desired. The music and video functionalities have been kept pretty much the same since there were little complaints in this department to begin with.
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95% of Information Security breaches are from known vulnerabilities and misconfigurations (CERT)

It’s a shocking but true statement. 

But then if the vulnerabilities and misconfigurations are known, why are steps not taken to correct them?

Well, the answer lies in the question itself. The vulnerabilities are known but which ones exist in your systems/ network need to be identified.  The first step towards protection against security breaches is identification of these vulnerabilities. This is achieved through security audits.

A number of people question the need for security audits and few people even dismiss them as unnecessary. Some people believe that their anti-virus software can take care of all such security concerns. And it’s astonishing to know that a lot of people either have obsolete anti-viruses that are not updated as frequently as they should be or their anti-virus software has poor virus detection rate. 

The need for protection varies from business to business. Though a powerful anti-virus software might suffice one business’ security needs; other businesses might require a more sophisticated security solution that comprises protection against malware of all types (malware is the short for "malicious software" and includes viruses, Trojans, worms, spyware, and adware). 

Security audits involve a thorough analysis of the systems/network and security practices in order to determine the security solution that would best suit the organization. Security audits involve a lot of tests to identify misconfigurations, firewall vulnerability (e.g. due to exposed workstations), password policy, suitability of current anti-virus software, network component (modems, dial pools etc) vulnerability, vulnerability of web services/ mails/ databases etc. You must ensure that your security auditors perform all the relevant security tests and give you a complete and comprehensive security solution
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Here are the instructions that we received for this particular article
Topic  -  Wireless Security 

Length of article – about 700-750 words 

Main key word-   Wireless Security 

· Additional key words -   

· wireless security camera 

· wireless home security system 

· wireless home security 

· wireless network security 

· wireless camera security system 

· wireless home security camera 

· outdoor wireless security camera

· Instructions

· Pick main key word and at least one additional key word for each article. 

· Title of article – at least one key word must be used once 

· Summary of article must be shorter than 200 characters and must have a key word for this article. 

· Main key word for each article should appear once in first 25 words of article and in last 25 words of article. 

· Density of both, main and additional key word, in the whole article should be between 2% and 3%.
Here is the article that was written as per the above specification

Wireless home security systems: An apt answer to home security concerns

Main key word-   Wireless Security; additional keyword: Wireless home security
People employ various ways and means of enhancing their home security and wireless home security systems are often touted as one of the best ways of implementing home security. Other ways are - use of watchdog, use of wired camera security systems, joining a neighborhood watch group, use of alarm systems, sophisticated locks and a plethora of other security systems and measures (some of which are quite weird). There is none denying the fact that all these traditional home security measures are quite effective. However, wireless home security systems seem to have an edge over these traditional home security measures. 

1. Wireless home security cameras are the best examples of wireless home security systems. These wireless security systems have 6 main advantages over their wired counterparts:

2. Easy to install: The wireless home security systems are so easy to install that you can install them all by yourself. There is no need for getting outside help for installation/ configuration of wireless security systems. This is an advantage because in such a case only you would know the location of your wireless security cameras and the security codes of your wireless security devices. On the other hand, most wired security systems are quite a hassle owing to their inherent ‘wire-ful’ nature. Managing these wires is quite a task in itself and in tackling those wires, you often tend to lose focus from the actual task i.e. proper and intelligent installation of a home security system. With wireless home security systems, you just need to concentrate on your wireless home security plan without worrying about where you would run the wires from etc etc. 

3. Install anywhere: Since wireless security systems forego the use of wires, you can install wireless security systems anywhere you wish (as long as they are in the range of their controller). This really makes things very convenient. You can install the wireless security cameras in the bushes, on the terrace or just about any point that you want to monitor. This is something that you would not be able to achieve with a wired security camera. Moreover, wireless security systems also come in camouflaged forms e.g. a wireless security camera pre-fitted (or pre-hidden) in a lamp or a show piece etc. 

4. Flexibility (in altering your wireless home security plan): With a wireless security system, you can easily alter your wireless home security plan whenever you want e.g. the location of wireless cameras can be easily changed in a hassle-free manner. On the contrary, a wired home security system would have you thinking about the wiring plan and the related hassle even before you can think of altering your home security plan. 

5. Cleaner look: One very distinctive advantage with wireless home security systems is that they are not at all messy. While a wired security system would have wires running all through your house (unless you want to compromise on your home security), a wireless security system (due to its inherent ‘wireless’ nature) would give a much cleaner look and without any compromises on the security of your home. 

6. Extra safe: Wireless security systems can also be considered safer than the wired security system. A wired security system can quickly become un-operational if the wires get severed either due to lack of maintenance or due to intentional tampering by burglars etc. However, a wireless home security system is difficult to tamper with in that sense (sophisticated thieves/burglars might still be able to tamper low-end wireless security systems using devices that disrupt the signals of wireless security systems).

7. Ease of maintenance: A wired security system is as such bulky (since the wires used for a wired security system also form part of the wired security system). Maintaining a bulky system is generally tougher and needs much more effort than a simple, less bulky one. The wires might need replacements or re-anchoring or re-routing etc. In case you go for a home improvement, your wired security systems might get affected quite a bit. However, with wireless security systems all these problems are non existent and hence the maintenance of wireless home security systems is quite easy. 

Wireless home security systems are often treated as the most apt answer to the home security concerns. However, the best thing to do is to use a combination of traditional home security techniques together with some of the wireless home security systems. 

Summary: Wireless home security systems offer a lot of advantages over their traditional wired counterparts which make them the preferred choice in today’s world. This article takes a peek at the 6 main benefits from wireless security systems.
